


Minutes: Rip Van Winkle Hikers





September 27, 2004

Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m. by President Bob Saturn.

Guests: Ellen Osborn, Reba Lax (Stonykill Environmental Center, Fishkill)

Reba gave a brief presentation describing the programs offered at the Stonykill Environmental Center and encouraged members to take advantage of the offerings.

Minutes of the July 26, 2004 meeting were approved.

Treasurer’s Report Attached to Hard Copy

         Opening Balance: $1297.55


Expenses:  $36.50


Income:      $36.50

         Present Balance:  $1326.58

Membership:

Sally Colclough reported that there were 165 members: 50 Advanced, 77 Intermediate, and 38 Novice.

Correspondence:

Information from the Monday Club, the NYNJ Trail Conference and the events of The Catskill Center were passed around.

Announcements:


EMS Club Day Sale (20 percent off any item in the store) is the end of October.

Committee Reports:


Sunshine Committee:  Norm Schwartz has moved to Arizona.

Librarian:  Elaine Hencke asked club members’ three questions about the Catskill Mts. Included was one on geology – it turns out that they are not true mountains but rather come from glacial erosion.   Remember, the material in the Library is available to Club members at meetings or by contacting Elaine.

Rambles:  The Saturday, September 18th scheduled hike to North Point (from North Lake.) was cancelled due to heavy rains.

Banquet:   Roger Brandt had e-mailed his final Banquet expense report (attached to HARD COPY) and that was reported, to wit:  Expenses $960.67, Income $873.00.  Net deficit: $87.67
Fall Weekend:  Rick Smith described the final details for this year's Fall Weekend (October 15 to 17th.)  There are 25 people attending but others are still welcome. The event this year will be held at the Water’s Edge Inn and Conference Center at Old Forge, New York.  Old Forge is in the Western Adirondacks. Members had to decide the meal selection and “Western” won overwhelmingly.

Conservation Committee:  Susan Bollitzer provided an update on activities at the Esopus Bend Nature Preserve.  One loop trail is being worked on and should be opened within the next few months. Since the Club had agreed to do Trail Maintenance, it was decided to create a separate Esopus Bend Nature Preserve Trail Maintenance subcommittee.  Sally Colclough volunteered to be the Chair.

Hats/T-shirts/Sweatshirts: The new Chairperson, Arlene Breitung, accepted the additional responsibility for handling Patches.  So the committee will now be known as the Hats/T-shirts/Sweatshirts/Patches Committee.  Arlene passed around the order form.  Since there were not enough sign-ups, the form will be passed around at the next meeting. 

Completed Hikes

The Group and Hike Leaders reported on completed hikes. 

Trail Maintenance Report:


Two days have been included in the October/November schedule:  



Tuesday October 19th Long Path (Platte Clove Section)



Friday, November 12th Black Dome Section


REMEMBER:  All club members are urged to participate in Trail Maintenance.

Hike Schedules:

Schedules for October/November were passed out and discussed. 

 The dates for planning upcoming hikes were announced.

Comments:

Hiker Responsibilities on HIKE REPORT SIGN-IN FORM

President Saturn reminded all Hike Leaders (i.e., any member who leads a hike) to make

sure that hikers read the text on the sign-in sheet (as opposed to just signing their John Hancock.) This will guarantee that hikers know their responsibilities for that hike.
Hike Leader Responsibilities:  President Saturn read the responsibilities of Hike Leaders.  They can be found on the club web site under ARCHIVES (as well as the Hike Report Sign-in Forms.)


Mt. Lion Alert:  President Saturn mentioned that Mt. Lions were definitely now in the Catskills and said that hikers should be aware and alert.

Old Business:

1. Club Liability Insurance:  no update

2. Catskill Park 100 years:  nothing new

3. RVW Club Patch

Susan Puretz reported on the visit to Stucki, a local Patch making Factory, by the subcommittee (Sally Colclough, Bob Saturn, and Susan.)  Sample patches were passed around.

      MOTION (SusanPuretz/Susan Bollitzer):  That the top patch (attached to HARD COPY)  -- with the change of the gold trees to green trees  -- be the patch for the Rip Van Winkle Hikers.

      ACTION:  APPROVED
4. Bike Trail:  Since Gil Hales was not going to be at the meeting, a package of reading material that he had prepared was distributed (attached to Hard Copy.)

  5.  Overlook Mt/Save the Ridge: Elaine Hencke reported on her research regarding the two organizations.

Recommendations:
a. No action should be taken on a donation to Save the Ridge.
b. Will do further research on the Bellaire project

c. Support the Woodstock Land Conservancy
MOTION (Elaine Hencke/Susan Bollitzer):  Recommend that the Rip Van Winkle Hikers make a donation of $50.00 to the Woodstock Land Conservancy in support of their efforts to preserve and protect the open lands, forests and wetlands in Woodstock and in particular to support their effort with the Open Space Institute to protect Overlook Mountain.

AMENDED MOTION (Sally Colclough/Donna Wamsley):  To increase the amount of the donation to $100.00

ACTION ON THE AMENDED MOTION:  DEFEATED

ACTION ON THE MAIN MOTION:  APPROVED

New Business:
1. Mountain Travel Guide discussed, no action taken.

Meeting adjourned 8:40 for hike planning.

Robert Stinemire and Sandy Thorpe provided refreshments at this meeting. 

Frank Serravallo and Gaye Smith will provide the November refreshments.






Respectfully submitted:







Susan Puretz
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